Positive Press: Working with the media to challenge racism and discrimination
Positive Press is a DVD and resource pack published by Save the Children and funded by Comic Relief.
If you would like a copy of the resource pack lease download the attached PDF.  To get a copy of the DVD please email Chris Macarthur - c.macarthur@savethechildren.org.uk - and ensure you provide details of your name, address, school or organisation.
Positive Press
Positive Press is one of a number of projects that are part of Save the Children’s England programme: working with refugee and trafficked children. Children and young people say that racism and discrimination have a big impact on their lives. The media is part of the problem, but can also be the route to a solution, by promoting positive images of young refugees and asylum seekers. 
 Using their regional and local networks, Save the Children developed projects in the West Midlands (Birmingham and Coventry), London and Newcastle, to bring refugee and non-refugee young people together to understand each other better, develop new skills and work with different media to improve community relations. The young people identified a number of themes, such as bullying, coming to the UK, the media, stereotyping and racism, which affected new arrivals in local communities.
Through the Positive Press project, 75 children and young people were able to speak out about issues that affect them. They worked together, using communications and the media to challenge discrimination and reduce community tension. 
The Positive Press DVD
The young people made three films: ‘The Bully Book’, ‘Faces of the World’ and ‘Zakhme Dil – A Scarred Heart’. The films are included on the DVD with the Positive Press pack.
The Positive Press resource pack
 The resource pack can support teachers, other education practitioners and youth leaders working with children and young people in primary and secondary schools, colleges, youth groups, and in other community settings.
 
The pack provides information, guidance and suggested activities that can support exploration of a range of issues including:
 
· The experiences of refugees and asylum seekers 

· Identity and belonging 

· Bullying and racism 

· Media stereotyping and its impact 

· New arrivals in schools, youth settings and local communities 

· Family histories of migration 

· Community cohesion 

· Citizenship, ideas of’ ‘Britishness’ and the benefits of living in a culturally diverse society. 

 For each of the Positive Press films on the DVD, the resource pack provides:
 
· Teaching and learning activities for use with children and young people 

· Professional development activities for teachers, other education practitioners and youth leaders 

· Suggestions for further useful resources.
Some quotes from children and young people who took part in the Positive Press projects

“We’ve been trying to help kids stop bullying, racism and anti-social behaviour. Young refugees and asylum seekers get bullied more. They need somewhere to stay, but people aren’t being very nice to them. Some people from different countries are called names or racist words and people make fun of their language. That makes them feel sad and we want to stop it.” 
“This project is about how we tackle racism, and how we tackle the situations with refugees and asylum seekers and how this is affecting people. The project is about people like us and how we can make a difference.”
“The project has helped to give us a voice.”

 

“We leaned about acting, writing the script, filming, sound, voiceovers, production, role play and editing.”

 

“It enabled us to meet with other children and young people and know how and why they were interested to know about young refugees and asylum seekers.”

 

“The film in itself was very powerful and moving, but sad for us to leave our homes, families and friends behind. The film is also to show to the Home Office to know our experiences and journey to the UK; how hard and difficult it had been for us to seek asylum in the UK.”
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