Template Refugee Week press release

Use this template as a guide to writing a press release about your Refugee Week event, and email it to your local press. 
Press release
 [Add date]

Celebrate and discover contribution of refugees in [town]
[Name/organisation] is inviting [town] residents to join them in celebrating Refugee Week at the [name of event] at [venue] on [date and time]. At the event, there will be [brief description of event, including activities available, fundraising details]. All are welcome.
[Name/organisation] is joining a multitude of other organisations and individuals across the UK to celebrate the huge contribution refugees make to society during Refugee Week, which takes place between 14-20 June this year.  Up and down the country hundreds of arts, cultural and educational events will be taking place to encourage better understanding between communities. 
Each event will be centred round the Refugee Week Simple Acts campaign, now in its second year. The campaign aims to bring refugees and British-born people together through small activities such as having tea, playing football with a refugee or cooking a dish from another country.  Already nearly 8000 acts have been completed, and by World Refugee Day (20 June) the aim is to have 20,000 Simple Acts completed by the people of Britain.

[Spokesperson] explains the importance of getting involved in Refugee Week:

“[Name/organisation] are proud to be involved with Refugee Week this year, and we look forward to seeing people from [town] doing the simple act of coming along to [name of event] on [date] to celebrate the contribution refugees living in our community have made. Together we can show local refugees they are welcome and valued here, and help reach the national target of 20,000 Simple Acts.”
Almir Koldzic, National Co-ordinator of Refugee Week says:
“Britain has a proud tradition of sheltering people who are fleeing persecution and war, and as we honour this during Refugee Week, we can help change the perception of refugees by each carrying out a simple, everyday act. It’s as easy as having a kick about, learning a song, or sharing a recipe with a refugee. By taking part in a Refugee Week event, you can help us complete 20,000 Simple Acts to prove that the contribution of refugees in the UK is something to be celebrated!”


For more information about more simple acts you can do to help refugees in your community, visit www.simpleacts.org.uk. Or want to get involved with other Refugee Week events? Visit www.refugeeweek.org.uk for more information.

ENDS

Notes to editors:

For further information please contact:

[Name and telephone number of key contact, available between 9-5pm]

· Refugee Week takes place from 14-20 June 2010, and is a multi-agency project currently including: Amnesty International UK, British Red Cross, Oxfam, Refugee Action, British Refugee Council, Refugee Council Wales, Refugee Council Scotland, The Home Office, STAR and The Children’s Society. Visit www.refugeeweek.org.uk for more information

· The Simple Acts campaign is the theme for this year’s Refugee Week. It is about inspiring individuals to use small, everyday actions to change perceptions of refugees. It consists of 20 actions that can be done by anyone and that encourage us to learn and do more with refugees. Visit www.simpleacts.org.uk for more information.

